Wednesday Riders Christmas Lunch
Trafford Hall - 10th December 2014

Despite a weather forecast that sounded like the tail end of a hurricane, seven stout or silly cyclists
turned up at the Eureka for the short ride to Trafford Hall for our Christmas Lunch. The forecasters
don’t always get it right - as we often say. We got lucky. It was windy but not cold and it remained
mostly sunny.
Our route to the venue was decided at the bus stop and as I had reindeer antlers and a red nose
became the lead bike. I went down Woodbank towards Saughall then turned for Mollington. After
Guilden Sutton we went past the 1933 Christmas venue -the “Shrewsbury Arms” - still can’t
believe they had Reggie Dixon!
We then turned left to the hall. Trafford Hall is a
very distinctive building, built in 1756, it is now a
hotel with a ballroom and is sometimes used for
training youth for various skills some with animals.
We arrived at 11:40am and were greeted by a
group of motorists who joined us for coffee.
It was good to see Barbara and John, Noel and
Hazel and several other long term members who
can no longer ride with us.

Trafford Hall

In the dining room there was a screen on the far wall and a projector showing photos of the year's
rides taken by John F. It made for a very enjoyable focal point. He had also made a collage of
many riders which was passed around the tables so that we could pick ourselves out. In addition,
he passed around a sheet of ride statistics we enjoyed reading.

Annabel started the meal by saying the
Cyclists' Grace. Mike C then welcomed
everyone and paid tribute to outstanding previous member Bob Clift who was responsible for the
Cheshire Cycleway. He then urged anyone who had not bought our Anniversary booklet, The
Chain, or subscribed to The Link to do so. He expressed everyone's thoughts in saying how great
it is to see older members who don’t ride any more still taking part in the clubs activities proving
that friendships formed through cycling last a lifetime - "It’s not all about the bike" (who said that?).
Mike gave the Valediction and went on went on to thank Mike C for ensuring the lunch and raffle
ran as smoothly as a well-oiled bike. He also thanked John F for his contribution and everyone
who has lead rides throughout the year.
It was soon time to see If the 'Magnificent Men on their Riding Machines' could get on them now
they were stuffed with turkey and pudding. Alan O must have over done it as one of his tyres went
flat under the strain. As we were all going in different directions It was generally agreed to leave
him with it as he is more than able to cope (friendship? Xmas sprit?).

Just as a footnote - wasn’t it good that Malala (schoolgirl shot for going to school) was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize on the same date -10th Dec - as the very first one in 1901.
Because of the outbreak of WW1 in 1914 lots of people overlook or even forget that also this year
on the 10th Dec Dorothy Lamourwas born (I thought she was O.K.).
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