Chester and North Wales CTC/Audax Rides
Berwyns Rides - May 21st 2016

The weather was not too
kind to us on the Saturday but could have been a lot
worse! A good forecast two
weeks

before

the

event

became a terrible forecast
four days beforehand. This
forecast gradually improved
to indicate showers and low
temperatures. On the day,
we started with dull grey
skies and rain showers which
lasted until the Prospect Tea
Rooms at 50km.
Then the clouds lifted and we enjoyed dry
conditions - a marked contrast to Willington Hall
start/finish

which

was

subjected

to

severe

downpours during the day. (Photos: Willington Hall, Refreshments, David Matthews - Organiser)
Tour of the Berwyns 205km; 3100m climb

There were approximately 70 entries for this

event, which whittled down to 44 starters on the day - probably caused by riders not liking the
weather forecast! The DNS level fits with my rule of thumb that only 2/3 entrants ever turn up
for a hilly 200km ride - mostly due to either a dodgy weather forecast or injuries/fitness issues
relative to the demands of such a severe course.
All riders returned safely in times varying from 08:00 (chapeaux! again to Ray Robinson) to
12:45 (1 hour inside time limit) by a team representing C&NW CTC. Four riders were declared
as members of C&NW CTC.
Prospect Panorama 135km; 1000m of climb This brand new event takes the long climb from
Ruabon up to the beautifully situated Prospect Tea Rooms above Llangollen, exactly as for the
200km, but then short cuts back from the Panorama via Sun Trevor to Chirk. The route has
been revised from the previous 130km Llangollen Panorama as it is felt that the steep climb up
through Vivod was over severe compared with the rest of the route.

There were 25 entries for this event with 17 starters all of whom returned safely. Six riders
were declared as members of C&NW CTC.
All in all a very successful and safe set of events in which returning riders said how much they
enjoyed the day out. It is intended to repeat these rides in 2017 on Saturday May 20th.
The route in and out of Cheshire will be improved in the light of 15 years past experience and
the number of INFO controls reduced to an essential minimum. It is assumed at present that
the Carden Arms at Tilston will still be shut: if it re-opens it is to be used as a control on the
return leg. It should also be noted that riders following GPS rather than a route sheet need to
find a way to mark INFO controls into their route plan; INFOs were overshot by many riders this
year and they do matter for ride integrity.
Many thanks to Margaret Matthews and the staff at Willington Hall for operating the start and
finish through a long 13-hour day. Also to John and Carol Pardoe of Seamons CC for
assistance at Willington Hall and manning the control at Prospect Tea Rooms.
David Matthews, Organiser
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